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In The Spotlight!

What’s your name?
Patricia Lessard
Who is in your family?
I have thre sisters, a mom, and a dad.
Do you live in a town other than Westborough?
Yes, I live in Worcester.
When is your Birthday?
March 28th, 1983
What is your favorite food?
Anything with cheese, especially tater tots with cheese, or anything
French.
What is your favorite color?
Pink or purple.
What is your favorite drink?
I really love coffee, but more specifically I love eggnog lattes,
because I have a problem.
What is your favorite tv show?
My favorite tv show is probably the office, modern family, or parks
and rec.
What is your favorite type of music?
I really love Spanish music because the music has a really cool beat
and rhythm.
What do you like about being a teacher?
I like that when you’re teaching French and Spanish, it’s a class
that no one has had before, so it’s new and hopefully really
interesting, and I also like that if you know French and/or Spanish,
it helps with every job, no matter what your job is, and I feel like
I’m pretty important.
What do you do for fun?
Since I’m old now, for fun I do old, “adulty” things like work on my
yard and my house, hang out with my friends and sisters, and knit.
How long have you been teaching?
This is my 8th year teaching, and my 6th year at Gibbons.

List as many trends as you can that are in this school?
I’ve noticed that people have weird things that they say, or
weird “slangy” things that I don’t understand, especially the
8th grade boys I teach. They have certain sayings that they
think are funny, and I don’t know what they mean. A lot
of girls wear leggings, and a lot of guys wear sweatshirts.
What’s your favorite part about being a language teacher?
The food parties, and I really like practicing speaking with
them, and then seeing where my students are from the
beginning of 7th grade to the end of 8th grade. I love
having conversations with them because I feel like you can
say more, and I really like that you get to know each other
more by speaking French or Spanish.
What is your favorite event that happens in school? (Penny
drive, language week, dances, etc.)
I definitely like foreign language week, and it’s cool because
the announcements are in different languages and we
have different foods at lunch, and the assemblies are really
cool.
If you couldn’t be a teacher, what other job would you do?
I think I would be a national parks ranger because I love
being outside, and I think it would be really cool to have
your job be walking around a national park, and giving
people tours and talking about nature, so I feel like that
would be fun.
What is your favorite animal?
My #1 favorite animal would have to be ducks, then
penguins.
What advice would you give students here at school?
I would say the best piece of advice would be to just be
kind to everyone, because you never know what people are
dealing with in their private lives, like at home, and the
second most important thing would be to get off
electronics and phones, and go enjoy life for realz, and be
in the world, and have conversations face to face.
Which one do you like more, French or Spanish?
I think that French sounds much prettier, and I love the
French language and the way it sounds, but as a student
when I was learning languages, I found Spanish to be
easier, but I don’t know if that’s because I knew French first,
or because it’s just easier, but Spanish is just phonetics. So
speaking, I like French better, but as far as teaching and
learning I think Spanish might be slightly easier because of
the phonetics.

Meet Mrs. Lessard!
By Sage Ellison



In The Spotlight!

Meet Ms. Robichaud!
By Sage Ellison and Emily Coffee
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Tell us about your family:
They’re Italian, and I have a step sister who’s 20 years older than
me.
Where did you grow up?
Worcester.
What was your childhood like?
It was wonderful and happy, and I was busy all the time.
What is your favorite sport?
I didn’t have one because I did everything, but now it’s golf and
field hockey.
What is your favorite color?
My favorite color is green.
What do you like about being a gym teacher?
I like that I get to interact with kids and the fact that I get to
play all day long.
As a kid, did you know you wanted to be a teacher?
I knew from the age of 8 that I wanted to be a teacher.
Where did you go to college, and what did you study to
become?
I went to Worcester State college, and I studied to be a phys. ed.
teacher.
What do you like to do in your free time?
Golf.
Just golf?
Just golf.
What do you do during the summer?
I run junior golf camps.
How long have you been teaching? Teaching at Gibbons?
I have taught 30 years in total, and have taught for 27 years at
Gibbons.
Do you have any pets?
Yes I do, I have two cats named Sylvester and Gumpa.
What is your favorite school event?
My favorite school event is when boys and girls play their
basketball games, and I get to watch them.
Tell us three interesting facts about yourself that most people
don’t know.
I can do a lot around the house that people can’t do, or people
don’t think I can do.
I love to keep my car clean.

You may remember having to answer some questions
about geography during class a couple of months ago. That
was for the National Geographic Geography Bee. As you could
probably tell from the name, it was a geography bee that was
sponsored by the National Geographic Society. It has been held
every year since 1989 and is open to students across the country
from 4th to 8th grade.

Gibbons was one of the many schools participating this
year. In January, every student had to write down the answers
to geography questions that their teacher asked them. The
student with the most correct answers from each team got to
move on and compete against the students from the other
teams in the library. (In the case of the maroon team, there
was one seventh grader and one eighth grader chosen.) Sarah
Leavitt, Sujith Yeruva, and Sam Mullin tied in that round with
six correct answers out of nine. They competed in a tie-breaker
round, and Sujith Yeruva won. He will now have to compete in
the state Geo Bee.

The third-place finisher from each state receives $50, the
second-place finisher $75, and the winner $100. Also, if Sujith
wins the State Bee, he will move on to compete in the
National Bee. The ten finalists in the National Bee are
guaranteed $500. The third-place finisher receives a $10,000
college scholarship, the second-place finisher receives a $25,000
college scholarship, and the National Champion receives a
$50,000 college scholarship, as well as a lifetime membership in
the National Geographic Society. There has only been one
national winner from Massachusetts. So, good luck to Sujith!

Meet Our Geography Bee Winner!
By Jessie Diette



Page 3 Gibbons Gazette April 2018

In January of 2018, students at Sarah
W. Gibbons Middle School started signing
up to play volleyball. In this sport, there
are two teams with six players on either
side of the net. The goal is to hit the ball
back and forth between the two teams
over a net, without letting it touch the
ground, but it's a little more complicated.
As simple as it may seem, it's a game
enjoyed by a large population of people
around the world, and many agree. There
are over 100 kids participating in
volleyball. “You don’t have to be good.
Many kids just come here for fun,” says
Ms. Robichaud in an interview. “It’s a
great sport. [There’s] good social
interaction [here]."

"I think it's a very interesting and
competitive sport. It's all about teamwork.”
says Emily, a seventh grade student at
Gibbons. Played by over 46 million people,
just in America, this 123 year-old sport is
the fifth most popular sport in the world.
When the game, volleyball, was invented
in the year 1895, it was named
"mintonette". William G. Morgan, the
creator of volleyball, mixed together
basketball, baseball, tennis, and handball.
Though this American sport was
introduced in 1895, it wasn’t recognized
professionally until 1928. A special ball was
created for the sport by 1900. A good part
of this sport is that it measures skill
instead of strength. “There’s an even
playing field, regardless of gender," says
Mr. Jyringi. All in all, volleyball is an
exciting, competitive, and thrilling sport. If
you are looking for something to do after
school, volleyball is something I would
highly recommend to anyone.

Writers' Block

Many people think of the World War II
as the most negative act in all of history.
Even though more than a million people
died, World War II had more positive
outcomes than negative outcomes.

There were cons from the war. A
lot of Jews were kidnapped and killed
during the Holocaust. As a result, they had
been driven into hiding. A lot of people
from enslaved countries were forced to
fight in the war for their ruling country.
Nuclear weapons were developed. People
in America were fighting for jobs and
trying to recover from the Great
Depression. At the same time, many
Mexicans were entering America for better
jobs, which created a lot of competition
between people for jobs. These were all
the listed and well known cons of the

war.

There were also many positive
outcomes from the war. One major
outcome was the economy. The economy
boomed at a very high rate during the
war. The US exited the Great Depression
and many technological improvements
occurred. The Cold War between the US
and the USSR (Union of Soviet Socialist

Republics) broke out shortly after the war.

The Cold War was a war for power
between America and the Soviet Union.
Countries in the Eastern Europe supported
USSR while countries in the other part of
Europe supported US. The space race
started during the the Cold War. Sputnik,
the first ever satellite that was successfully
launched, was made by the Soviets. The
US copied a lot of Soviet Union’s ideas like
sending a man to space. The first person
in space was Yuri Gagarin, a soviet. The
US, though, did make an advancement.
President John Fitzgerald Kennedy,
otherwise known as J.F.K. or John F.
Kennedy, sent two people on a mission to

moon. Neil Armstrong first set his foot on
moon with his companion Buzz Aldrin.
They used their vehicle, Apollo 11, to reach
the moon on July 20,

1969.

Volleyball: An Overview
By: Prerona Dey

The space race has brought many
advancements to the modern world.

Another outcome of this war was
that the sense of ruling the whole was
lost since a lot of countries were left in
ruins. After the Cold War ended, Soviet
Union ended communism and broke into
Russia and 13 other countries. Some
countries that were depended on UK like
India received independence because the
British didn’t have enough troops to
control their prisoners. The Berlin wall
between east and west Germany was
destroyed. All the countries unified and
created the United Nations Organizations.
Also the European Union was formed
when most of the countries in Europe
decided join and let free transport all
across Europe.

It can be concluded that WWII was
a tragic event for thousands of people,
but there were many positive outcomes
to the war.

WWII: Pros and Cons
By: Abhishikth Chillara

Drawing by: Diya Deliwala

Image Citation:
https://wallpapertag.com/volleyball-court-

wallpaper

Image Citation:
https://feathersofdarkness14.deviantart.com/art/The-

Great-Space-Race-423763372
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Writer's Block

Her eyes scan the vivacious scene
around her, Broadway! She’s been dreaming
of it her whole life, the taste, the smell, the
sensation of performing. She’s here, finally,
her dreams are coming true. Being casted
as the leading female role in Hamilton: the
Musical was the highlight of her whole
existence. She can still remember that day
she got casted, months ago. The deep voice
on the phone asking, “Is this Cora Lee?” and
saying, “yes.” then, looking at the caller ID
again and repeating “yes!”

The next few words that the man said
would forever be embedded into her
memory, “Miss. Lee, I’m beyond elated to tell
you that you got the part! Welcome to the
Hamilton cast.” She had feigned calmness
but was really resisting the urge to scream.
She hopped around her white apartment,
squealing, after the call had been cut. “I got
the part! I got the part!” she repeated to her
dog, Domenech.

Now, here she is, in the greatest city in
the world, before her first performance.
“Oooh! Here I come!” she exclaims, letting
her fingers twist up into her hair, then,
composing herself again and patting her
skirt down. She walks across the street,
taking a moment to look up at the theater
she is about to enter. A smile flits across her
lips, as she takes in this new life, the life she
had always dreamed of. She pushes open
the door, ready to start her life as a
performer.

Backstage is a whirl of action, people
milling around everywhere, trying to find
props, costumes, and makeup.

“Cora!” a fellow cast member, Renee
says, rushing up to her. “Only a few hours
left till performance time.” she fusses over
her hair, pinning in clips and spraying it
tight.

“Isn’t it e-” they’re interrupted by a rapid
knocking on the door and Cora heads to
open it. A man is standing there, his hair
tied back into a taut ponytail. “Lin! Hello!
Hello!”

“Hey. There’s an emergency, I need you
both the come down with me right now.”
his eyes are wide and filled with shock.
Cora, Renee, and Lin Manuel Miranda rush
downstairs and thoughts fill up in Cora’s
mind. Is someone hurt?

Did someone fall down the staircase?
Those stairs were pretty steep. The trio
walk down the staircase and Cora
continues to imagine more worst case
scenarios. She frets silently, trying not to
spread her tenseness.

“Lin? I’m quite in the dark as to
what’s going on here.” an acutely
accented voice emanates from a small
corner of the room that the actors just
walked into. “What do you mean, ‘we
don’t need to mold our government’? Of
course we do! The colonies ar-”

“What’s this?” Renee asks, her dark
eyebrows forming an arch.

“Guys… meet Alexander Hamilton.” Lin
says, as the man who had spoken walks
into the light. His polished blue coat and
lengthy hair tied back into a ponytail
reminds Cora of the Founding Fathers she
had seen in her history textbooks.

Cora lets out a laugh then notices
the look on Lin’s face. He’s dead serious.

“I would relish to ken what’s going
on here.” Alexander Hamilton says,
looking up in awe at the lightbulb
hanging up above him, he touches it,
“wow! Is that just… wow!” he turns back
to Lin. “why are you dressed up as me?”

“Well… you’re now starring in a
groundbreaking musical…” Cora starts, her
eyes lighting up...

You Make the Ending -Hamilton
Fanfiction by Shreya Vaidyanathan

Egypt: An Informational Piece
by Prerona Dey

Ancient Egypt was easily home to one
of the best and most advanced societies,
especially in architecture, faith and belief,
engineering, agricultural, and economical
fields of its time.

In many ways, Ancient Egypt can
be the epitome of a rich culture and
history. Join me, on this journey through
a Duat (1) of mystery and an advanced
way of life, as we dig deeper into the ren
(2) of this thriving civilization.

Religion had a humongous hand in
not just the economy, but the lives of all
the people of Egypt. It was enforced by
the pharaoh (3) and her or his royal staff
that all the citizens believe in the Ancient
Eyptian gods and the existence of Ma’at
(4). The first and the greatest of the
Egyptian gods was Ra, the sun god.
Before Ra, or anything, was chaos,
complete chaos, By the name of Nu, out
of this chaos was born Ra. His arrival
brought balanced Ma’at into the universe,
the same Ma’at we reach for today. Out
of the chaos, which thrived alongside and
balanced with Ma’at, he crafted trees,
birds, animals and the earth itself.

He also created two more gods like
him. The first one was a god named Shu,
meaning dry. He became the god of the
dry air. The other was a goddess by the
name of Tefnut, who, in counterpart to
Shu, was the goddess of moisture. Ra was
pleased with his work. Over time, Shu
and Tefnut gave birth to Geb, the earth
god, and Nut, the sky goddess.

The family of gods grew to great
lenghts. Many new gods were born, and
the culture spread with the monarchy.
But it all wasn’t the utopia that it
seemed. One day, Shu and Tefnut were
lost in the many levels of Nu. A
heartbroken Ra searched frantically, and
they were found after much time. Ra,
with his repairing heart overflowed with
bliss, he allowed tears to fall from his
face. These tears fell to the ground.
Where the tears fell, humans arose. It
was a joyous time indeed. But
unfortunately, the joy wouldn’t last long.
Ra, the creator, was becoming old and
senile, as it is common for one of his
age. Some gods took advantage of this.
Ra’s own great-granddaughter, Asset,
poisoned Ra and forced him to step-
down from the throne, as she wanted
her husband, Osiris the Merciful, to ain
hold of the monarchy. But Ra still had
enough power to act upon this
meaningless uprising. he gave Asset a
curse, that someday her own husband
would be harshly overthrown if she sent
Ra away. But Asset was so close to
having her dream, she didn’t care. Lord
Osiris was overthrown, but that's a story
for another day. Afterword, leaving the
world into the care of his grandson Osiris,
Ra soared up into the bright heavens,
where he retires from his former duties to
this very day.

The duat (Doo-Aat) is a canyon-like
area where the dead must sail through to
reach the afterlife. There are 12 different
parts, called houses of the Duat. Ra starts
traveling across the sky from the east,
and sets in the west. He then goes on to
sail through the duat.

The Egyptians believed that people
had a soul. They would believe that the
soul had five parts. The ren is the part
that represents one’s identity.

A Pharaoh (Fair-oh) is the title given
to the king of Ancient Egypt. The name
literally translates to Big House, referring
to the king and his/her (in Ancient Egypt,
both men and women ruled the country,
which is quite a rarity in ancient
civilizations) household.



In the Trodanville hospital nursery, a baby boy
was crying. A man walked into the nursery,
grabbed the baby, and started trying to calm
him. This was not the man’s baby; his baby
was actually in the crib next to this baby’s crib,
but the man didn’t seem to notice.

“No need to cry, buddy,” the man said in a
gentle voice. “You’re mom and I are gonna
take you home now, okay?”

“Okay,” the baby responded, to the great
surprise of the man.

“Did you just talk?” the man asked. “Can you
do it again?”

The baby laughed. “Okay!” he repeated.
The man’s eyes lit up. He believed in this

moment that his son was a genius, gifted with
great intelligence. The truth was that this baby
was not his son, and in fact this baby was the
opposite of intelligent.
5 years later

A boy with mouse-brown hair and green
eyes was running around the Johnson house
with a dopey smile on his face. This boy’s
name was Okay.

After being brought home five years ago,
the Johnsons had put Okay through all sorts of
tests to see if he was gifted, but they had
found nothing.

In the past five years, the boy had never
spoken a word other than ‘Okay’, and it was
worrying them. They had begun to believe that
perhaps there was something wrong with the
boy, but they didn’t want to give up hope yet.

One Autumn day, Okay had to go to school
for the first time.

The teacher drew a circle on the board.
“What shape is this?” she asked her students.

Okay raised his hand. “Okay!” he called out.
“That’s not a shape,” the teacher said.
“Okay,” replied Okay.
The teacher drew a square on the board.

“What shape is this?” she asked.
“Okay!” Okay yelled.
The teacher sighed and told Okay to sit in

the time-out chair.
“Okay,” said Okay, and he reluctantly walked

towards the time-out chair.
5 years later

Okay was wearing a rainbow party hat and
beaming from ear to ear.

The lights were turned down while all the
kids from Okay’s class sang Happy Birthday.

“Make a wish!” cried Mrs. Johnson.
“Okay,” said Okay, and he blew out the

candles on his cake.
“Double digits!” exclaimed Mr, Johnson. “How

does it feel?”
“Okay,” said Okay.

6 years later
Okay was sitting in the driver’s seat of an

old Ford Sedan.
“The first thing you need to do to drive a car

is to put the car into drive,” informed Okay’s
driving instructor, Mr. Gordon.

“Okay,” said Okay, and he put the car into
reverse.

“No!” exclaimed Mr. Gordon. “Move it to the
D!”

“Okay,” said Okay, and he moved the gear-
shift to the P.

“No!” Mr. Gordon yelled. “Do you know
anything?”

“Okay,” Okay said defensively, and he put the
car into neutral.
5 years later

Okay was sitting at a table at Joe’s, the best
steakhouse in Trodanville.

A girl the same age as Okay, with long, red
hair and a pretty face showed up and sat
down next to Okay.

“Hey, Okay,” she said. “I’m Sasha.”
“Okay,” he said.

“I’m really glad I bumped into you on campus,”
she said. “You seem like a really nice guy.”

“Okay,” he replied.
“So, have you ever been here before?” she

asked.
“Okay,” he answered.
“Um, do you say anything other than ‘okay’?”

she asked.
“Okay,” he said.
“How about you write down what you’re trying

to say?” she suggested, and she took a scrap of
paper and a pen out of her purse, and handed
them to Okay.

He scribbled on the paper and handed it back
to her.

It read:
OKAY

5 years later
Okay was sitting in a comfy armchair in front

of Mr. Jordan’s desk.
“So, why do you think you should get this job?”

Mr. Jordan asked.
“Okay,” said Okay.
“Excuse me?” said Mr. Jordan.
“Okay,” said Okay.
“Are you playing some sort of joke on me?” Mr.

Jordan asked. He was getting mad now.
“Okay,” said Okay.
“Will you tell me any reason why I should hire

you?” asked Mr. Jordan.
“Okay,” said Okay.
Mr. Jordan waited. “Well, are you going to say

anything?” he asked.
“Okay,” said Okay.
Mr. Jordan waited again. “Get out of my office,”

he said.
“Okay,” Okay said, sounding ashamed, and he

left the office.
4 years later

Okay was eating pizza at Mario’s Unauthentic
Pizza Restaurant with his parents, whom he still
lived with. He noticed a beautiful woman with
long, red hair sitting at a booth across the room.
She was sitting with a man about the same age
as Okay, who had blond hair and blue eyes.

Okay stood up and walked across the room to
the booth where Sasha was sitting.

“Okay!” he greeted them.
Sasha looked at him, and a wave of

recognition and pity passed over her face.
“Hi, Okay,” she said. “This is Zach, my fiancé”
“Hey there,” said Zach, smiling politely at Okay.
“Okay,” said Okay, and he sat down next to

them.
“Um, do you know this guy?” Zach asked

Sasha. He was visibly uncomfortable.
“Yeah,” Sasha answered. “He used to go to the

same college as me. Then he got kicked out
because of his lack of intelligence and money.”

“That’s a little harsh,” Zach said.
“No, I didn’t mean to be rude,” Sasha defended

herself. “It’s just, there’s something literally wrong
with his cognitive abilities. He can only say
‘okay’.”

“Okay,” said Okay.
“What?” Zach said, clearly confused. “How is

that possible?”
“I don’t know,” Sasha admitted. “I guess it just

is.”
“Okay,” said Okay.
“Um,” Zach said, “are you just gonna keep

sitting with us?”
“Okay,” said Okay, but he didn’t move.
“It was nice meeting you, but we’re on a date,”

Zach continued.
“Okay,” said Okay. He still did not move.
“Can you leave, please?” asked Zach.
“Okay,” said Okay, yet he still remained seated,

at their booth.
Zach sighed, and took a bite of his pizza.

5 years later
Okay was sitting in the waiting room of the

Trodanville hospital. After 35 years of his life, the
Johnsons decided that they should finally figure out
what was wrong with Okay.

A dark-haired man wearing a labcoat and a
stethoscope stepped into the waiting room.

“Okay Johnson?” the doctor said. “I can see you
now.”

Okay and his parents stood up and followed the
doctor down the hall.

“Hi, Okay,” the doctor said in a friendly voice, while
they were walking. “I’m Dr. Stanford.”

“Okay,” said Okay.
Dr. Stanford laughed. “Okay, we’re going to have

to do a brain scan on you to see if there’s anything
wrong with your brain.”

“Okay,” said Okay.
Okay and the doctor walked towards a room

labeled “SCAN ROOM”. Inside the room was a CT scan
machine.

“I’m going to need you to lie down on this table
while we scan your brain,” Dr. Stanford instructed.

“Okay,” said Okay, and he lay down on the table.
The table was moved so that Okay’s head was
directly underneath the machine.

After seven minutes, the doctors pulled the table
out from under the machine.

“You can get up now, Okay,” said Dr. Stanford.
“Okay,” said Okay, and he got up.
“What’d you find?” asked Mrs. Johnson, a worried

expression on her face.
“Nothing yet,” said the doctor. “We need time

to- oh my god!”
“What? What’s wrong?” asked Mr. Johnson.
“Your son’s brain is upside-down in his skull,” Dr.

Stanford said.
“What?!” Mrs. Johnson exclaimed. “Can you fix it?”
“Maybe,” said Dr. Stanford. “I guess we’ll just have

to open his head up and see.”
5 minutes later, Okay was lying on a surgical table

with his head open. The doctors were all huddled
around him, trying to fix his brain. The Johnsons
were waiting outside with worried expressions on
their faces.

Half an hour after that, the surgery was complete.
Okay Johnson stepped out of the operating room
with a smile on his face.

“Did it work?” Mr. and Mrs. Johnson asked in
unison.

“I think so,” said Okay.
The Johnsons ran up and hugged him. Tears were

falling down all of their faces.
“You can talk!’ exclaimed Mrs. Johnson. “You can

actually talk!”
“Okay,” said Okay.
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Writer's Block

Photo by Kaitlyn Hu

OKAY
by Jessica Diete



WORD SEARCH: FOOD

S S D M O Z J A J R E P B T E
I U N B N V B Z Q L C O G J A
G S R N V U R D L I Z R N Z X
G H N F R O S I S I C R Z D O
A I N R U X U O B R M I E H G
H O I A F O P T J B P D O Y T
Y T M S T R V A V A T G K N S
O T V A I K I F S X R E E Z L
R S T Z B J E T F T B A G E L
W A Q J T A F A T C A H Z R Q
R O C A T E P X L A B H A G M
Z Q D K S X C Q A M T M D G G
U M N N Z Y H Z I A E A B F P
H A M B U R G E R N B T M F R
X D W T P O L A N G A S ALA

BAGEL PIZZA BURRITO RAMEN
PORRIDGE FRITTATA HAMBURGER

HAGGIS TACOS
RATATOUILLE SUSHI LASAGNA
ZARAJOS TACOS PASTA

Life's Greatest Questions

Volume 3:
A long time ago in a school called Gibbons…
WHEN AND HOW WILL THE APOCALYPSE OCCUR?
By: Lucas Halem AND Jessie Diette

Everyone wonders about the apocalypse at some point; will it happen? When will
it happen? How will it happen? Now, we’ve wondered this too, so we asked the
students of Gibbons when and how they thought the apocalypse would occur. We
also took pictures of what they thought their expression would be when the
apocalypse occurred:
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Puns By Laura
By Laura Roche-Santos

When is an Irish potato not Irish? When it
becomes a French Fry.

Did you hear about the light-bulb party? Ya it was
pretty LIT.

What do you get when you cross a vampire and a
jack frost? FrostBite.

How to you make a tissue dance? You put a little
Boogie into it.

A burger walks into a bar and asks the bartender
for a drink of water. The bartender told the burger,

“Sorry, we don’t serve food here.”
What did the Atlantic ocean say to the Pacific.

Nothing they just waved.
My printer stopped working and started playing
music instead. You could even say it was jamming.
What do you call a board that dances? A boogie

board.
Do you know why I hate velcro? Because it’s a rip-

off?
You know why I hate paper? Because it’s

TEARable.

Puzzles, Puns, and Fun

2500. Aliens
-Abe

3000000. Weather
-Tim

1 B.C. Snow
-Sri

2019. No gravity.
-Abhi

2076. Chicken nuggets.
-Roni Dey

In 10 billion years. When
the sun expands and eats
the earth.
-Sid

2081. A junk monster, made
of all of our junk, will come
alive and eat us.
-Jayden

February 22, 2022. The
Top Hat clan will take
over the world.
-Levi M.

20XX. Colin Barr will
become president.
-Devin B.

This summer. The
government will fail and
die.
-Miles O.

2500. AI or waste
-Ruben
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Critics' Corner

These are some of the best cookies I have
ever had in my life. They're so amazing;
they have a crunchy outside and super
soft insides, which is perfect. This is a
recipe that I have made a bunch of times
with my mom, and when I was going to
do a recipe review for the Gibbons
Gazette, I knew this was the perfect thing
to make! My mom didn’t even want me
to even give this recipe out to y’all
because she didn’t want her “secret” cookie
recipe being used, (even though it can be
found online) but I convinced her to let
me use the real recipe to give you guys!
This recipe take about an hour in total
including baking, and makes about 24
servings. Email us your thoughts on the
recipe if you try it. Write us a review, give
a star rating, and send some photos! We
want to know wt you thought about this
recipe too! You may get featured in the
next edition of the Gibbons Gazette. Enjoy!

Recipe:
1 cup of white sugar
1 cup of packed brown sugar
2 eggs
2 teaspoons of vanilla extract
3 cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon baking soda
2 teaspoons hot water
½ teaspoon salt
2 cups semisweet chocolate chips
(optional) 1 cup chopped walnuts

Steps:
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees
Celsius)
Cream together the butter, white sugar,
and brown sugar until smooth. Beat in the
eggs one at a time, then stir in the
vanilla. Dissolve baking soda in hot water.
Add to batter along with salt. Stir in flour,
chocolate chips, and, if desired, nuts. Drop
by large spoonfuls onto ungreased pans.
Bake for about 10 minutes in the
preheated oven, or until edges are nicely
browned. A good way to test if the
cookies are done is to stick a toothpick in
the center and pull it out. Check to see if
you've pulled out any bits of cookie with
the toothpick. If not, they're ready!

Cast: Hugh Jackman, Zendaya, Zac
Efron, Michelle Williams, Rebecca
Ferguson, Keala Settle.

Director: Michael Gracey

Summary: This movie is about a
man who was once poor, and
became rich by creating the Circus.
The message the movie was trying
to get across was to not judge
anyone by their differences, but to
celebrate them.

Thoughts: I thought this movie was
a heartwarming film. The plot of
the movie was to not judge anyone,
but instead to see them as special,
because everyone is special in their
own way. This movie is trying to tell
everybody to celebrate each others
differences. This film is also a
musical with music in every scene.

Rating and Suggestions: In my
opinion, this movie is for those who
love musicals. It is for those that
believe in equal rights.
I would give this movie a

Image Citations:
Top: https://www.foxmovies.com
Bottom:
https://www.etsy.com/market/the_greatest_showman
Left: https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/261171/double-
peanut-butter-milk-chocolate-chip-cookies/

The Greatest Showman
By Lara Roche-Santos

Blondies Recipe Review
By Emily Coffey

Chocolate Chip Cookie
Recipe Review
By Sage Ellison Ingredients:

½ cup butter, softened
¾ cup sugar
¾ cup packed brown sugar
2 eggs
2 tsp vanilla
1 ½ cups flour
1 tsp salt
1 cup semi-sweet chocolate chips
1 cup white chocolate chips
1 tsp baking powder

Steps:

1) In a large bowl, cream butter and sugars
until light and fluffy.

2) Add eggs and vanilla; mix well.

3) Combine flour, baking powder, and salt in
a separate bowl. Add the dry ingredients to
creamed mixture and mix well.

4) Stir in chips.

5) Spread into a greased 13x9 pan.

6) Put into oven at 350 degreess for 25-30
minutes.

These brownies are delicious! We had them for
our Newspaper party and they were a huge
hit. I highly recommend trying them! See the
picture below for how they came out!
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The Mind of the Middle Schooler

Are Students Getting too Much Homework?
By Rachel Martin

Have you ever found yourself awake in the middle of the night, struggling
to finish your homework? It is an everyday struggle for many students across the
country. Is the amount of homework you receive too much? It’s a question that
has been considered my many professionals at universities across the United
States. Let’s explore many facts and opinions surrounding the concept of
homework.

How much homework is too much?

Experts have varying ideas about the amount of homework that is helpful
for students without causing stress. One rule that is recognised by many who
study homework is the National PTA and the National Education Association’s “10
minute rule.” This rule states that students should have 10 minutes of homework
per grade level each night. Essentially, first graders should have 10 minutes,
second graders should have 20 minutes, and so on. Therefore, seventh and
eighth graders at Gibbons should be getting 70 to 80 minutes of homework
each night.

What makes homework effective?

Students shouldn’t be stuck spending their time on homework if it isn’t
effective, but what makes homework effective? Gerald Letendre, a professor at
Pennsylvania State University, claims, “Most homework in the fourth grade in the
U.S. is worksheets. Fill them out, turn them in, maybe the teacher will check
them, maybe not. That is a very ineffective use of homework.” Basically, doing
worksheet after worksheet really doesn’t help with a student’s success at all. A
more effective way would be for teachers to see what students are struggling
with and help them improve. Interactive assignments that are checked by
teachers are the most effective form of homework, but they are sadly not very
common.

So, what do you think? Do you get too much homework, or is it just right?
Experts have certain ideas about homework, but what is your opinion? Is the
homework you do even effective?

Student Self Esteem at Gibbons
By Lucas Halem and Jessie Diette

How do you think of yourself? There are so many different things you could say,
and everyone thinks of themselves in different ways. But how should you think
of yourself? That’s a very controversial question. If your ego is big to the point
where you think you’re better than most people or even all people, you can be
extremely annoying at times, because you’re so obsessed with yourself. But if you
hate yourself, or don’t like yourself, or anything like that, it’s a very bad thing,
and you shouldn’t be nearly as hard on yourself. It is very important to believe in
yourself. But us students at the Gibbons Gazette wanted to know: How do the
students of GMS think of themselves? We sent out a poll to get data, and here
are the results:
Question 1: On a scale of -5 to 10, how would you rate yourself?
(173 students responded)
This question our school is mostly okay on. 26% said 10 being the most common
answer. However second, 12.7% of you said -5 which at least to me is very sad.

Question 2: Off-hand, how many friends do you think you have?
(70 students responded)
This one was much better 47.1% said 10 friends (the highest amount) and no one
said 0.
Here is a chart to show you the responses.

Question 3: Why did you put those answers?
I can’t show all of the answers, because there were 29 responses, but the
general gist of things was that people thought it was important to be confident

and believe in themselves, so they gave themselves rather high ratings. Very few
people said something negative about themselves, so I’d say that most students
in Gibbons have healthy self esteem.

Electronics in School?
By Beatriz Santana

I believe that the students of Gibbons Middle school should be allowed to use
Electronic Devices (Ipad, Ipod, Cellphone, etc...) inside school grounds. The reasons
that make me believe we should use our devices in school are:

Number one:
Some of us - students - don't have many friends or just don't like to socialize;
we should get the right to listen to music on our devices. I have experienced
that; I wanted to listen to music because I was alone and no ones conversation
was interesting to me but school doesn't allow that.

The second reason is:
We students as all human beings forget things. Sometimes we forget our
chromebooks at home or we forget to charge them and sometimes the Tech.
Office doesn't have anymore chargers and chromebooks either and "OH NO
WHAT CAN WE DO?" We can use google docs, slides, email and other things on
our phones! So phones are helpful in times like this.

The third reason is:
Sometimes we have nothing to do in school, we finish the work first and the
teacher asks us to wait till everyone is finished and it’s so boring to just look at a
wall for half a period. If we could use our phone we wouldn’t be so bored, we
could talk with other friends that had finished the work too and the best part is
that it would be a quiet conversation! We don’t talk when we are on our
phones and it would be a nice way to talk to a friend without disturbing
classmates that haven't finished their work.

Conclusion:
Phone can be used for good in schools, with some rules and a little discipline

phones can really help the school improve and students get more done.

LIFE’S GREATEST QUESTIONS:
WHAT IS THE MEANING OF LIFE? THE WINNING THEORY
By Lucas Halem and Jessica Diette

This is the conclusion to the first life’s greatest question article. The
winning theory will be forever known as the meaning of life in gibbons
middle school. Third place was 42. I can’t give a name because so
many people said it. Second was Mr. Brennan from the maroon team
with “It’s not the destination that matters, it’s the journey”.
The winning theory based on the votes in the Google Form that was
emailed to all students is: “The meaning of life is 43. Everyone who said
42 is wrong.” - Sam French, with a total of 31 votes!


